
     Mr. King’s English I                       Romeo & Juliet    Act I Summary 

 

Prologue 
The chorus introduces the play and establishes the plot that will unfold. They explain how two 
families in Verona—the Capulets and the Montagues—have reignited an ancient feud, and how 
two lovers, one from each family, will commit suicide after becoming entangled in this conflict. 
These lovers are Juliet Capulet and Romeo Montague. Only after the suicides will the families 
decide to end their feud. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Scene 1:  
* Street fight among families 
* Prince Escalus vows death to anyone fighting in public 
* Romeo loves someone who doesn’t love him:  Rosaline 
* Benvolio vows to cheer him up 
Nutshell: Sampson and Gregory [servants to the Capulets] and Abraham and Balthasar 
[servants to the Montague family] start a street fight, which is joined by Benvolio (Montague) 
and Tybalt (Capulet). Escalus, the Prince of Verona, who angrily learns of this fight, declares a 
death penalty for further feuding between the two families. Romeo, we learn, is lovesick; 
Rosaline, the object of his affections will not requite (return) his love. His friend Benvolio tells 
Romeo to look at other girls... 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Scene 2:  
* Paris asks Lord Capulet for Juliet’s hand 
* Lord Capulet plans a party 
* Benvolio finds out about it 
Nutshell: Meanwhile Capulet is keen for Paris to marry his daughter Juliet, and plans a party to 
be held later that night. Romeo and friends decide to turn up uninvited, Romeo hoping to see 
Rosaline, whom he still pines for... 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Scene 3: 
* Juliet is told by the Nurse of Paris’ request 
Nutshell: Lady Capulet discusses the idea of marriage to Paris with Juliet. Juliet keeps her 
options open. The Nurse wishes Juliet every possible happiness... and she’s quite bawdy about it! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Scene 4: 
* Romeo, Benvolio, and Mercutio plan to crash the Capulet’s party; Romeo’s friends wish to 
cheer him up 
Nutshell: Meanwhile Mercutio attempts to cheer a lovesick Romeo up, telling him to be rough 
with love if need be. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Scene 5: 
* The three arrive at the Capulet’s house [Benvolio, Romeo, Mercutio] 
*  Romeo and Juliet meet, fall in love [Wham! Zing!] 
*  Romeo and Juliet realize who the other is... and that they are members of feuding families  
Nutshell: At the Capulet's party, Romeo who is disguised by a masque (mask), falls in love with 
Juliet on sight.  Capulet stops Tybalt from attacking Romeo at his party, telling him there will 
be other opportunities.  Both Romeo and Juliet learn that they are both enemies of the other's 
family. 


